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1 0 OF ABANDONMENT 

Sir: 

This petition is filed under 37 CFR 1.181(a), requesting withdrawal of a holding of abandonment 
15 mailed to applicant March 11, 2004. Examiner contends applicant failed to timely reply to an 
Office Action of July 31, 2003. Applicant disagrees, having filed a fax response on October 3, 
2003 (attached) and having again filed the response by fax on January 12, 2004 (cover sheet 
attached). Because applicant and examiner disagree as to the sufficiency of the reply (reply vs. no 
reply) and the controlling dates (date of response vs. no timely response), applicant is filing a 
20 petition to withdraw holding instead of a petition to revive. "Where an applicant contends that the 
application is not in fact abandoned (e.g., there is disagreement as to the sufficiency of the reply, 
or as to controlling dates), a petition under 37 CFR 1.181(a) requesting withdrawal of the holding 
of abandonment is the appropriate course of action, and such petition does not require a fee." 
MPEP711.02(c)I. 

25 

As shown on the first page of the attachment, the Office acknowledges receipt of an eight-page 
fax on October 3, 2003. A copy of the entire faxed amendment follows that page in the 
attachments to this petition. 

30 By January of this year, applicant's agent noted that the Office's PAIR web page for applicant's 
case gave no indication that the amendment filed on the July 31, 2003 Office Action had been 
entered by the examiner. Applicant's agent's telephone records show that on January 7, 2004, 
applicant's agent called examiner Kovacs to inquire about the delay. Mr. Kovacs responded that 
he had not seen an amendment, and advised applicant to contact USPTO's customer service to 

35 attempt to track it down. Examiner's agent called USPTO's customer service line for art unit 
3600, 703-306-5771, and left a message on the answering machine to call back. A "Gwen" at 
USPTO called back a short time later and said she would look for the faxed amendment. Still 
later, she called again to say that the amendment could not be found, and asked for the 
amendment to be faxed to 703-305-7658. The entire package was faxed to that number, attention 

40 "Gwen", on January 12, 2004. A confirming fax was not received from USPTO this time (some 
USPTO fax machines do not autoreply to incoming faxes) however, a copy of applicant's own 
fax machine's Transmission Verification Report is attached. 
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In view of the fact that USPTO's fax autoreply shows thsrt the- amendment was received by the 
USPTO on October 3, 2003, and further in view of applicant's diligent attempts to advance 
prosecution of his application, applicant respectfully requests a) that the holding of abandonment 
be withdrawn, and b) that action be taken now by the Office to examine ^plicant's attached 
5 amendments. 



Respectfully, 




Registration No. 47098 
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Ri:SPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION DATED 07/31/2003 

10 

AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

bi response to the Office action of the above date, the application is ammded as follows: 



15 INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS: 



Applicant agrees diat Haghkar '681 antidpates some demoits of applicant's invention and 
berdyy amoMte ceatun dainis as noted below. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS (CURRENT STATUS OF ALL CLAIMS): 

1. (curmitiy amended) An s^paratus for removing kCTiels firom a husked ear of com tbat is 
rotating about its longitudinal axis^ compriang: 
5 a hollow tube open at both ends; 

ameans for cutting tb^ kmiels firom the ean and 

a means for su^pmdiixg the cutting means resilioitty inside flie tube so that when the husked ear 
of com is inserted intii the tube, the oitdng means is pressed against the husked ear of com by the 
suq)ending meansr; 

10 Ae cuttinp means JfigttiCT comp rignip, a parri al cvlind^ having on its concave surface a gratg. die 
grater figthCT co m pri^^ in g sharp points exteiding inwardly &om the partial cylinden 
the axis of the partial cylinder being parallel to the axis of the hollow tube: and 
the suspgiding means fiiTt her comprising at least one helical spring inteiposed he^eea the 
convex side of die partial cvlindg and the inside of die hollow tube. 

15 



2. (currently amended) Tbe ^paratus of claim !• wherein; 

sffl d putting moans ooiiq)rigoB a portinl oylindor finlfa e r comprising q grater^ the grater fig feflg 

20 comprising shorp ponits extending inwardly fi'om tho partial cylinder; 

tfao axis of die partial cylinder is porollol to the oxis of said hollow tube; and 
said susp e nding moapo ooniprioos at loast ono h e lical spring interpos e d between tho conv e x side 
of tfa o pmt i al qi i n dc r anil ^ nf f^iH hf^llnm tiihft; -4fa< ^ said at least one helical spring is 
held in compression by at least one threaded &s^er» die fastmer ext^ding fixmi inside^ jmd 

25 paitial cylind^, dtfougb-Aejaid partial cyhnder, tfirough die center o f said at least one hdical 
spring, dirough the w;dl of said hollow tube, and into a threaded nut 
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3. (origmal) The apparatus of daim 2 furth^ comprising: 
a mounting bradcet; 

5 a means for husking com ears, and 

a means for a£5xing com ears coaxiaily to apower driver. 

4. (original) The app;iratus of daim 3 wherdn: 

said mounting bradc^ connects said hollow tube with said means for hudcing com ears; and 
10 said affixing means comprises an dongate metal sarew having an axis and coni|msing tapered 
dsreads at one end, an undireaded shank at Ae oAer^ and a flat m^ collar fixed to die sa:ew 
perpendicular to the a:ds betwem the tap&ced threads and the untfareacted ^ank. 

5. (original) The apparatus of daim 4 wdierein: 

1 5 said mounting bracket is shaped to rest on a horizontal surface and be fastoied to said hollow 
tube and said husking means; and 

said husking means cc^mprises a second hollow tube open at boft »ds» the second hollow tube 
having fixed to its inn^ wall a bristle brush, the brisde brush being ori^ed within ^e second 
hollow tube so that its bristles point toward the center of the second hollow tube. 

20 

6. (original) The apparatus of claim 5 wh^ein: 

said mounting bracket holds said hoUow tube at a hdght above said horizontal surface to allow 
space betweai said hollow tube and said horizontal surface, and at an acute angle A with die 
ground sudi diat die a xis of said hollow tube is substantially aligned with tiie forearm of a user 
25 when the user is positioned before it; and 
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said mounting bradcer holds said second hollow tube bdow said hollow tube and at an acute 
angle with the ground greater than angle A so that the axis of said second hollow tube is 
substantially aligned vvidi the foreann of the same user whm the usct rotates the user's foreann 
down at the elbow. 

5 

7. (original) An appaiatus for husking sb6 shelling an ear of com, the ear of com being rotated 
axially by a pow^ dri/er, the powar driver being hdd by one fiee limb of a person, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a) means for fixing an ear of com coaxially on the powo- dnv&r; 
10 b) a first hollow tube, op^i at both oids, having inside die fir^ hollow tube a partial cyhnda- of a 

radius sized to fit die sm&ce of a typical husked ear of com, die partial cylinder being resiliratly 

attached inside the firs t hollow tube by at least one spring so that when a huidced ear of com is 

inserted into the first hollow tube, the partial cyiind^ is pressed against the surface of the husked 

ear of com by the at least one spring; 
15 c) a second hollow tube, open at both ends, having mounted inside it fixedly a brisde brushy the 

brisde brush being oritaited so that the brisdes point towards die center of the second hollow tube; 

and 

d) a rigid hra^^et fasted to die outer surface of die fiist md second hoJJow tubes, die bradset 

< 

bdng shaped to rest on a supporting surfitce. 

20 

8. (original) The ^p^iratus of claim 7 in which: 

said bracket is also shaped to hold said first and second tubes m fixed positions relative to said 
pawn such that said person can insert said ear of com into each of said tubes by moving only 
said one fiiee limb. 




9. (original) A m^iKl of husking and shelling an ear of com with a pow^ drivor, the power 
driv» having a chuck Ihe chucic gripping a mandrd by a shank, dietnediod comprising die steps 
of: 

a) manually debutting an ear of com to fonn a flat end peq)»dicular to the long axis of die ear, 
5 b) screwing the mandi el into the flat rad of the esx^ die mandrel comprising means for fast^iing 
die ear coaxiaUy to d^.' power drivo^ 

c) actuating the powa driver, 

d) inserting the ear longitudinally into a husking tube while the pow^ drivG* is runniog, die 
husking tube comprisog a inner hudcing tube wall and means for fiicdonally r^oving the hu^ 

1 0 and silk from the ear; 

e) moving the ear axidlly in and out of the husking tube vdiile the power driver is running, until 
die husk and the silk is removed from die ear; 

e) withdrawing the husked ear from die husking tube; 

Q tns&ting the husked ear into a shelUng tube while die power driv^ is running, die dielUng tube 
1 5 comprising an inner sl\eUing tube wall and means for holding a grater in contact with die ear, 

g) moving die ear axisUy in and out of the Celling tube yAais the powm* driver is running, until 
the kernel material is removed from die ear and leaving a cob; and 

h) wididiBwiug die cob from die shelliog tube» stopping die pow^ driv^, mi unsciewing die 
mandrel from the cob. 

20 

10. (currendy am»d^) The mediod of claim 9 in which: 

said means for fasteni) ig said ear coaxially to said pow^ drivar comprises a tapoped soew at die 
end of said mandrel ojiposite said shank, with a flat collar in betweai the screw and said shank to 
fix the dq>tfa to which die screw drives mto said flat end of said ear of com; 
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said means for fiictionaily ranoving said hu^ and silk from said ear comprises a bdsde brush 
afiBxed to said inner busking lube wall, ifae brisdes pointing sub^antialfy towards die cento* af 
said huddng tube; 

said grator comprising a piece of she^ m^ cut to fit the snbstanlially cylindrical contour of said 
hu^ed ear, die piece of she^ m^ having a concave side and fiirtha* conq>rising sharp points 
pundied out towards ihe concave side; and 

said means for holding said gralor in contact with said ear comprises a partial cylinder resiliratly 
fixed inside said stalling tube, die partial cylinder having a convex side and a concave side;, die 
convex side having al least one spring intoposed betwea it and said inn^ shelling tube wall, the 
concave side having a concave radius large enough to accommodate a large husked ear of com, 
die concave side havuig said grat^ affixed to it, the spring being of a lengdi to hold said grater at 
a distance fix)m said innar shelling tube wall opposite the qning, die distance being less than the 
dijam^er of [a] said ear of com, so that when said w of com is inserted into said shelling tube, 
the convex side of said partial cylinder is pudied into the spring and said sharp points are pushed 
into said ear. 




REMARKS/ARGUMENTS: 

Here are applicant's d^ed responses to the office action, in ordw of their appearance in tbe 
office i^on. 

5 

1. See ameaidmetil of daim 10 to coorect infonnality. 

2,3. Applicant has amended claim 1 to distinguish Ae claim from die prior art 1^ 
incoiporaling part of original claim 2 into it Amraded claim 1 now distinguishes from the prior 
10 art because ^plicant's invention comprises a partial cylinder suspended by at least one helical 
spring inside the hollow tube. Claim 2 is also amended accoixlingly. 

Applicant re^ectfuUy requests that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 
15 Sincerely, 




reg. no. 47098 
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